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HIGH SCORiNG SCRABBLE 
DARRYL FRANCIS
 
Houn slow, Middle sex, England
 
Regular readers of Word Ways will no doubt be aware of our in­
tere st in the game of Scrabble. In this article, we intend to pre sent 
some recently-discovered Scrabble games involving extremely high 
scores. 
Three questions which have long been pondered on by Scrabbler s 
and 10gologists are: 
I) what is the highest s core one player can reach during the 
cour se of a game? 
2) what is the highe st combiI).ed score (1. e. , total of all player s I 
score s) that can be reached during the cour se of a game? 
3) what is the highe st score that can be achieved in one single 
move during a game? 
The se points were discus sed in Dmitri Borgmann 1 s book Beyond 
Language (Scribner's, 1967), the first and third directly, and the 
second indirectly. In his book. Mr Borgmann exhibited the re sults 
of the efforts of Josefa H. Byrne, a Scrabbler of Mill Valley, Cali­
fornia. Mrs. Byrne demonstrated a Scrabble game where the score 
of one player soared to a record 2448 points~ In the same game the 
losing player notched up 83 points, for a combined score of 2531 
points, also a record. During the course of this game, the winning 
player made a single move which scored 1175 points J yet another 
record. That one game should give rise to three records is indeed 
remarkable! Thus J the se figures of 2448, 2531 and 1175 were the 
targets which aspiring 10gologist-cum-Scrabblers wanted to beat. 
In fact, all three now have been beaten, and the improved games 
will be shown here, for the first time anywhere. 
The highest score reached by one player and the highest com­
bined score have both been improved on in a single game devised by 
Joel D. Gaines, of Honolulu, Hawaii. Mr Gaines has managed to 
create a game with one player having a final score of 3043 points, 
almost 25 per cent higher than the previous record. The losing 
player in this same game scored 65 points, making for a combined 
score of 3108 points, some 22 per cent higher than the previous rec­
ord. We pre sent on the following page the aIT(azing game that Mr 
Gaines has devised. Can you improve on it? 
As far as we know, no one dictionary contains every word used
 
in this game. Webster l s Second Edition contains them all but for
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Z Y G 0 P H Y L L A C E 0 U S 
R I 0 A A G 
V R R 0 H 
B R E A K W A T E R 
N 
V 
A N I J 
U>('N E X p*O S T U L A T I N G 
A D I B 
F 
D E F T 
I 0 0 
R E E N D 0 W M E N T 
E I I E 
S E S Q U I D U P L I C .A T E 
Player A Player B 
Turn Word( s) , Score Turn Word( s) , Score 
1 post 6 2 an, at 5 
3 ani, anvil 19 4 la 2 
5 safe 8 6 at 2 
7 ad, dib 12 8 art 3 
9 jib 20 10 in 2 
11 deft 8 12 to 2 
13 wat 6 14 do 3 
15 breakwater 146 16 don 4 
17 cart 6 18 or 4 
19 tow 10 20 ce 5 
21 end 6 22 ace 5 
23 reendowment 118 24 re 2 
25 lace 6 26 ire 3 
27 ark 7 28 tea 3 
29 ve 5 30 at 2 
31 have 12 32 io 2 
33 nu, ti, unexpostula- 34 rio 3 
ting 325 
35 mil 7 36 or 3 
37 oh 5 38 Ii 2 
39 es, ires 6 40 did 5 
41 ugh 14 42 go 3 
43 lark, pi, z)'gophyll- 44 id 3 
aceous 1104 
45 sesquidupIicate 1184 
The letter M left in the 
loser I shand + 3 - 3 
3043 ~ 
REENDOWMENT and VE. Webster's Second Edition lists only the 
hyphenated form of the first of these, RE-ENDOWMENT. While 
other dictionarie s do list the unhyphenated REENDOWMENT (for ex­
ample, the 
dard) , the~ 
be found in 
Sharp-l 
tains a sinl 
the previotJ 
has itself 1: 
game in wl: 
Can any re 
being exhib 
Turn 
1 vee 
3 ligl: 
5 he, 
7 den 
9 den 
11 joe) 
13 ribl 
15 kin~ 
17 vee 
19 sac; 
21 mut 
23 azo: 
25 five 
27 penl 
29 paw 
31 and 
33 ow, 
35 pen l 
The lettl 
loser IS 
5 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
5 
3 
3 
- 3 
~ 
lly the 
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(for ex­
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ample. the Random House Dictionary and Funk & Wagnalls New Stan­
dard) • they do not contain all of the other words. The word VE can 
be found in Webster I s Third Edition. 
Sharp-eyed readers will have noticed that Mr Gaines l game con­
tains a single ITlove scoring 1184 points. SOITle 9 points ITlore than 
the previous re cord of 11 75 points. However, this 1184- point ITlove 
has itself been eclipsed. We have ITlanaged to devise a Scrabble 
gaITle in which one single ITlove aITlasses an astonishing 1261 points. 
Can any reader iITlprove on our perforITlance. the cOITlplete gaITle 
being exhibited below? Every word used is in Webster's Second. 
M F I V E 
U K E 
L R I B B E D 
T P N E 
I E G M 
S N J A* 0 
A N D H 0 R I Z 0 N 
C V E E 0 S 
C E y X T 
U A R 
L I G H T F U L A 
A E P E N T 
T G O*A L W A 0 
E A R E A OW 0 R 
D I S Q U I S I T I 0 N A R y 
Player A Player B 
Turn Word( s) • Score Turn Word( s) • Score 
1 vee 12 2 veal 7 
3 lightful 80 4 teg 4 
5 he. horizon. oe 94 6 go 2 
7 deITlon 9 8 goal 5 
9 deITlonstrator 98 10 ars 3 
11 joey 30 12 or 4 
13 ribbed 22 14 or 2 
15 king 18 16 ar 2 
17 vee 12 18 late 5 
19 sacculate 39 20 ea 4 
21 ITlultisac culate 63 22 .is 2 
23 azox 27 24 ai 2 
25 five 42 26 is 2 
27 pent 12 28 an 2 
29 paw 8 30 Ie. r e 4 
31 and 6 32 at, rea 5 
33 ow, wa, wo 15 34 ti 2 
35 pend 7 36 deITlonstratory. di squi­
sitionary, lei, ITlultisac­
culated, pa,.wn, woo 1261 
The letter D left in the 
loser! shand - 2 + 2 
592 1319 
